Joseph and the Trauma of HIAS
Human Trafficking

What We Can Learn from Joseph About Human Trafficking Today

We tell the story of Joseph being sold into slavery by his brothers. The details of his story seem
unimaginable to many of us but actually reflect fundamental aspects of human trafficking in our
own context- particularly across international borders. This text study presents excerpts of the
biblical story coupled with contemporary understandings of the conditions, experience and
psychology of human trafficking today for discussion.

Genesis 37:23-28: Joseph Sold into Slavery
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Ishmaelites, who brought Joseph to Egypt.

“Joseph- Human Trafficking Survivor” Roger Seth on tearfund.org

Like so many victims of trafficking today, Joseph was sold by his own family. The fact that the Midianite caravan
was ready to buy a slave to sell in Egypt (Genesis 37:26-28) tells us that the trade in people was already happening
in the region at that time. Today, we are told, trafficking happens in every nation on earth, with many men and
women involved in buying and selling fellow members of the human family. It is Judah who proposes that, rather
than kill Joseph, his brothers sell him. Judah argues his point by saying, ‘Let’s not lay our hands on him; after all, he
is our brother’ (Genesis 37:27), showing his confused belief that the slave trade is more acceptable than murder.
Yet the shock, loss of home, torture and abuse Joseph would have suffered as a result of being sold still caused
him deep pain. Today, we often see people selling their own family members, just as Joseph’s brothers did. These
relatives may also explain their actions in ways similar to Judah.

Ending Human Trafficking Podcast Episode 191 Dr. Sandie Morgan

One of the things I've noticed from a lot of survivors I've talked to is they have had dreams that have made them
very vulnerable to being trafficked. We sometimes think that it’s the weakest that become trafficking victims...what
| saw with the 16, 17, 18 year old women was they had a mission. They wanted to make something of their lives, to
be important in helping their families. So they would take risks because of those dreams. And if someone offered
them a position or a job... they often took risks and were very courageous that ended very badly.

Welcome the stranger. -
Protect the refugee. hias.org



Genesis 39:11-20: Potiphar’s Wife

One such day, he came into the house to do his work.
None of the household being there inside, she caught
hold of him by his garment and said, “Lie with me!” But
he left his garment in her hand and got away and fled
outside. When she saw that he had left itin her hand and
had fled outside, she called out to her servants and said
to them, “Look, he had to bring us a Hebrew to dally with
us! This one came to lie with me; but | screamed loud.
And when he heard me screaming at the top of my voice,
he left his garment with me and got away and fled
outside.” She kept his garment beside her, until his
master came home. Then she told him the same story,
saying, “The Hebrew slave whom you brought into our
house came to me to dally with me; but when | screamed
at the top of my voice, he left his garment with me and
fled outside.” When his master heard the story that his
wife told him, namely, “Thus and so your slave did to
me,” he was furious. So Joseph’s master had him putin
prison, where the king’s prisoners were confined...

Ending Human Trafficking Podcast

Episode 191
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Dr. Sandie Morgan

Domestic servitude is the technical term... and sexual harassment is a common theme, whether we’re talking
about women or men... eventually the story line goes that he’s accused of something that he didn’t do and we have

cases like that [today] too.

Genesis 43:29-30: Joseph’s Emotional Trauma

Looking about, he saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, and asked,
“Is this your youngest brother of whom you spoke to me?” And he went

on, “May God be gracious to you, my boy.”

With that, Joseph hurried out, for he was overcome with feeling toward his
brother and was on the verge of tears; he went into a room and wept there.
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Dr. Sandie Morgan

[Even with all his success and power] He weeps when he sees his younger brother. It reminds us how years later,
with lots of success, really we could call him a survivor now, he is still very, very susceptible to sorrow and grief over

what he’s experienced.

Welcome the stranger.
Protect the refugee.
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