	
	
	



How to Organize a HIAS Fundraiser
Step 1: Know Your “Why”
Before diving into a fundraiser for HIAS’s US Legal and Asylum Department, it is important to ask yourself why you want to organize a fundraiser. Often there is an obvious reason like a b’nei mitzvah project or you need volunteer hours. Those “whys” are helpful when setting due dates and deciding how to track your progress. However, there is a deeper “why” at hand: why do you want to support HIAS’s US Legal and Asylum Department? This information will play a big role in convincing people to support your fundraiser. It will come in handy for Step 4.	Comment by Lilly Sandberg: maybe add an example for adults :)	Comment by Maya Goldenberg: Got it! I edited to volunteer hours in general as opposed to volunteer hours for graduation
Finding Your “Why”
If you need help articulating your reason for supporting HIAS’s US Legal and Asylum Department, feel free to start by reading more about our work here. You could also look inward—what is your connection to immigration? Maybe HIAS helped your family escape persecution and find safety in the U.S. Or maybe you are passionate about helping refugees and asylum seekers in your community! HIAS’s US Legal and Asylum Department helps neighbors specifically in the DMV and the New York metro area. 

Step 2: Decide What You’re Fundraising
Depending on the time of year, ongoing projects, and client needs, monetary donations might be more helpful than in-kind donations or vice-versa! Please ask HIAS’s US Legal and Asylum Department volunteer team about what the department needs most at the time of your fundraiser.
Monetary Donations
Monetary donations are charitable contributions in the form of cash. There are a couple of ways to collect monetary donations for your fundraiser:
· HIAS US Legal and Asylum Department Fundraising Website
· Ask donors to contribute to this link. The main drawback is you cannot use the website to track how much donors are giving to your fundraiser, but it is an easy and straightforward way for contributors to give!	Comment by Lilly Sandberg: add link?
· Fundraising Platform
· Fundraising platforms like GoFundMe are great because they allow you and your donors to see how much money your fundraiser has collected. However, note that some platforms take a fee from your fundraiser.
· Venmo/Zelle/Cash App
· Donors can send their donations straight to you or your parents on these online banking apps. It is quick and easy, but some donors might be hesitant because they cannot guarantee you will donate their money. You can always assuage these concerns by sending out a final update about how much you fundraised for HIAS!
In-kind Donations
An in-kind donation is a gift of physical items such as gift cards, winter clothing, diapers, etc. Often, the most impactful in-kind donations are gift cards. We give clients grocery gift cards, metro cards, and more to help ensure their basic needs are met when finances are particularly tight. Check with a member of HIAS’s US Legal and Asylum Department volunteer team to see what donations are most helpful. 
· Collect the Items
· Ask your donors to buy the item you are collecting and give it directly to you! You can then drop off or ship these items to HIAS’s Silver Spring or NYC office. This is a straightforward type of fundraiser but the main challenge is figuring out the time/place for your donors to get the items to you. However, it can be done with a good plan! 
· Collect Funds, then Buy Items
· Use a fundraising platform or online banking platform (mentioned above) to collect monetary donations. Then, use the monetary donations to buy the items you will donate to HIAS! Again, you can drop off or ship the items to HIAS’s Silver Spring or NYC office.
Step 3: Create Outreach Plan and Materials
Take a moment to consider what groups in your life might be interested in supporting your fundraiser. Maybe your family, friends, classmates, campmates, or more! Understanding who you want to ask for donations and where you can reach them will inform your outreach plan.
Email Outreach
Contacting potential donors via email is a great way to spread the word about your fundraiser. If you are a young person, email is likely the best way to reach the adults in your life. Consider writing a “ask” email where you explain why you are fundraising for HIAS’s US Legal and Asylum Department and how they can help. An example outreach email is at the end of this document!
Social Media Outreach
If you have social media, posting about your fundraiser can easily welcome friends and family to donate. Increase your social media impact by sending your fundraiser flyer to people in your network who might be willing to post it too.
School Fundraiser
Partnering with a club at your school can expand the resources available to you as you create your fundraiser. You will have access to more ideas, more people’s networks, and more people’s skills. Consider reaching out to a club that you are already involved in or a club that focuses on volunteering, immigration, or Judaism! 
Mixing Your Fundraiser and Your Other Interests
Many fundraisers consist of asking your network to donate money. If you enjoy baking, jewelry-making, origami, or any other creative activity, you have a great entry point into another kind of fundraiser. You can also sell goods/service and donate the proceeds, if you feel comfortable doing so. However, not everyone is willing to turn their creative passion into a fundraiser, and that is completely understandable. Note that this could be a great option if you are not comfortable asking people to give money. 

Step 4: Fundraise and Deliver Donation
By the time you’ve reached step four, you are ready to begin your fundraiser! A helpful tip to remember when fundraising: people want the opportunity to give! It is easy to feel like asking for a donation is a burden. Reframing your ask as a chance to connect people with an incredible organization can make fundraising feel easier.
Once you have completed your fundraiser and need to drop off physical items or need help with the logistics of transferring funds from a donation platform to HIAS’s US Legal and Asylum Department, reach out to a volunteer coordinator at dcvolunteer@hias.org or nycvolunteer@hias.org
Thank you for your all of your efforts!

Questions? Contact dcvolunteer@hias.org or nycvolunteer@hias.org

	
	
	



