Children’s Resources HI&AS

Age-Appropriate Content for Children to Learn About Migration

THE RECOMMENDED CONTENT BELOW PROVIDES AGE-APPROPRIATE INSIGHT INTO THE EXPERIENCE OF MIGRATION,
IMMIGRATION AND FORCIBLE DISPLACEMENT. GRADE LEVELS ARE APPROXIMATE SUGGESTIONS. JEWISH STORIES OR
CONTENT IS INDICATED BY AN *,

Preschool-Kindergarten

e Welcome by Borroux
o Ashortbook about climate-displaced polar bears seeking refuge and welcome inspired by the
Syrian refugee crisis. Included within the PJ Library collection or available for purchase.
e Lilah Tov Good Night* by Ben Gundersheimer
o Alyrical lullaby that celebrates the beauty of our world and the resilience in a refugee family.
Available for purchase.
e Gina From Siberia* by Jane Bernstein and Charlotte Glynn
o Many Jewish families fled Soviet Union during the Cold War -- and one family brought their dog
Gina along with them. Included in the PJ Library collection or available for purchase.

Grades 1-3

o Gittel’'s Journey* by Lesléa Newman and Amy June Bates
o Gittel and her mother were supposed to immigrate to America together, but when her mother is
stopped by the health inspector, she makes the journey alone. Available for purchase.
e Rosie and Warda and the Big Tent by Nechama Liss-Levinson
o AHIAS-published children’s book aiming to foster empathy for refugees and highlight the cultural
contributions of immigrants. Available for download online.
e Emma’s Poem* by Linda Glaser
o This book tells the story of the Jewish poet Emma Lazarus who authored the poem at the base of
the statue of Liberty. Included in the PJ Library collection or available for purchase.
e Rebeccaand Ana* by Jacqueline Dembar Greene
o Ana has arrived to Ellis Island and her cousin Rebecca wants to help her in her new home. Part of
the American Girls collection. Available for purchase.
e FourFeet Two Sandals by Karen Lynn William
o Two young Afghani girls living in a refugee camp in Pakistan share a precious pair of sandals
brought by relief workers. Available for purchase.
e ThelJourney by Francesca Sanna
o This book explores the unimaginable decisions made as a family leave their home and everything
they know to escape the turmoil and tragedy brought by war. Available for purchase
e Lostand Found Cat by Doug Kuntz and Amy Shrodes
o When an Iraqgi family is forced to flee their home, they can’t bear to leave their beloved cat,
Kunkush, behind so they carry him with them. Available for purchase.
¢ Mama’s Nightingale: A Story of Immigration and Separation by Edwidge Danticat
o Atouching tale of parent-child separation and immigration, from a National Book Award finalist.
Available for purchase.
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https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Welcome/Barroux/9781499804447
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/556836/lilah-tov-good-night-by-ben-gundersheimer-mister-g-illustrated-by-noar-lee-naggan/9781524740665/?ref=PRHB7BD76FBDB&aid=14813&linkid=PRHB7BD76FBDB
https://pjlibrary.org/books/gina-from-siberia/if01241
https://www.abramsbooks.com/product/gittels-journey_9781419727474/
https://www.abramsbooks.com/contributor/leslea-newman_599252/
https://www.abramsbooks.com/contributor/amy-june-bates_652634/
https://hias.org/wp-content/uploads/rosie_and_warda_and_the_big_tent.pdf
https://pjlibrary.org/books/emma-s-poem-the-voice-of-the-statue-of-liberty/if73
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6098130-rebecca-and-ana
https://www.booksource.com/products/four-feet--two-sandals__0802852963.aspx
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/585963/the-journey-by-francesca-sanna/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/549344/lost-and-found-cat-by-doug-kuntz-and-amy-clarice-illustrated-by-sue-cornelison/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/317418/mamas-nightingale-by-edwidge-danticat-illustrated-by-leslie-staub/
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Grades 4-5

e Dia’s Story Cloth: The Hmong People’s Journey of Freedom by Dia Cha
o This story explores many aspects of the Hmong experience from peace and war in Asia to new
beginnings in America. Available for purchase.
e Drita, My Homegirl by Jenny Lombard
o As arefugee from Kosovo and a new student at her schoolin New York City, Drita's transition is
made even more difficult when Maxie teases her for just about everything she says and does, but a
special assignment from their teacher leads to a surprising friendship. Available for purchase.
e Refugee* by Alan Gratz
o Josef. Isabel. Mahmoud. Three different kids from different times with one mission: escape.
Available for purchase.
e When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit* by Judith Kerr
o Thefirst of an internationally acclaimed trilogy telling the unforgettable story of a Jewish family
fleeing Germany at the start of the Second World War. Available for purchase. Adapted into a film.

Grades 6-8

e Cry of the Giraffe* by Judie Oron
o Inthe 1980s, thousands of Ethiopian Jews fled the civil unrest, famine and religious persecution of
their native land in the hopes of being reunited in Jerusalem. Available for purchase.
e Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai
o Haand herfamily are forced to flee as Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward
hope. Available for purchase.
e AlLongWalkto Water by Linda Sue Park and Ginger Knowlton
o Based on the true story of Salva, this book tells the story of one of some 3,800 Sudanese “Lost
Boys” airlifted to the United States beginning in the 1990s. Available for purchase.
e The Only Road by Alexandra Diaz
o Twelve-year-old Jaime makes the treacherous and life-changing journey from his home in
Guatemala to live with his older brother in the United States. Available for purchase.
e The Red Pencil by Andrea Davis Pinkney
o Lifein a peaceful Sudanese village is shattered when the Janjaweed arrive. After she loses nearly
everything, Amira makes the long journey--on foot--to safety. Available for purchase.

Grades 9-12

e The Arrival by Shaun Tan
o A migrant story told as a wordless graphic novel. A man leaves his family in an impoverished town,
seeking better prospects in an unknown country across avast ocean. Available for purchase.
e Children of War: Voices of Iraqi Refugees by Deborah Ellis
o Five years have passed since war began in Iraqg. Ellis interviews 20+ young Iraqgis- some living in
Jordan, some trying to build new lives in North America. Available for purchase.
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https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/979265
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/440520.Drita_My_Homegirl
https://www.alangratz.com/writing/refugee/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/54283.When_Hitler_Stole_Pink_Rabbit
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9106672/
https://www.annickpress.com/Books/C/Cry-of-the-Giraffe
https://www.thanhhalai.com/inside-out-and-back-again
https://lindasuepark.com/books/books-novels/long_walk/
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Only-Road/Alexandra-Diaz/9781481457514
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20454083-the-red-pencil
https://www.shauntan.net/arrival-book
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4640204-children-of-war

e Escape from Aleppo by N.H. Senzai
o Nadia’s family is forced to flee their home in Aleppo, Syria, when the Arab Spring sparks a civil war
in this timely coming-of-age novel. Available for purchase.
e The Good Braider by Terry Farish
o Viola dreams of South Sudan while navigating America, a world where a girl can get a tattoo or date
a boy; a world that puts her into conflict with her traditional mother. Available for purchase.
e Nujeen: One Girl’s Incredible Journey from War-Torn Syria in a Wheelchair by Nujeen Mustafa and Christina Lamb
o Lamb, Co-author of | Am Malala, tells the inspiring true story of another young hero: a teenager
born with cerebral palsy journeying from war-ravaged Syria to Germany. Available for purchase.
e Outcasts United: A Refugee Team, An American Town by Warren St. John
o Clarkston was a typical Southern town until it became a refugee settlement center in the 1990s. A
football team unifies the town’s refugee children from around the world. Available for purchase.
e Over Under Sideways Down by Karrie Fransman supported by the British Red Cross.
o Agraphic novel that contains difficult imagery that gives a glimpse into the challenges and
triumphs of arriving in the UK as an asylum seeker. Available for download.
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https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/26146347-escape-from-aleppo
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12597227-the-good-braider
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/nujeen-nujeen-mustafachristina-lamb?variant=32208085549090
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2874621-outcasts-united
https://www.scribd.com/document/227840778/Over-Under-Sideways-Down
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