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Welcome the stranger.
Protect the refugee.

Jewish Clergy Stand Against Scapegoating and

Targeting of Immigrants

As 627 undersigned American Jewish clergy, we strongly condemn the multiple policies
announced at the outset of the Trump Administration that explicitly target immigrants,
refugees, and asylum seekers. These executive actions will not only fail to bring order and
security to the country, but they will endanger individuals, separate families and
destabilize communities and industries.

These policies will not solve problems. Instead, many are intended to overwhelm and
instill terror in communities around the country. The chaos and cruelty unleashed is by
design. Vast and varied harm will be inflicted before challenges to the policies can be
adjudicated. When a government loses the thread of the ideals that anchor it, its law and
its institutions can be weaponized as the source of abuse, not justice.

To reclaim the integrity of our institutions and our national identity, we center our moral
compass as Jews and as Americans on our most fundamental values. The United States
began with a declaration of unalienable rights endowed by a Creator. It is no exaggeration
to say that Jewish tradition is teeming with the experience of forced displacement and the
imperative established from that memory. From Abraham and Sarah’s life of migration to
the Israelites wandering for forty years in pursuit of a home under the constant threat of
attack—the stories we tell ourselves about our identity focus on that memory. To reduce
the centrality of the refugee and immigration experience in Jewish tradition to a singular
verse, story, or commandment would be to ignore their ubiquity.

For these reasons, we reject all policies and actions that disregard human dignity, fail to
provide due process and ignore our obligations under domestic and international law
including:

o The indefinite suspension of refugee admissions through the U.S. refugee
resettlement program.

o The elimination of the right to seek asylum through numerous actions including:

o the immediate termination of the CBP One app which allowed people to
approach ports in an orderly fashion to seek asylum;

o declaring an “invasion” to close the border for “national security and public
health reasons;”



o restarting the Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP), a disastrous policy from the
first Trump administration that forced thousands of asylum seekers to wait in
dangerous conditions in Mexico while their immigration cases were adjudicated

in the U.S.

o The declaration of a national emergency that empowers the president to deploy the
armed forces to the southern border. The militarization of immigration enforcement
sets a dangerous, antidemocratic and ahistoric precedent that is extreme,

ineffective, and costly.

o Preparations for mass deportations that will target and disrupt vulnerable immigrant
communities, many of whom contribute to and enrich the economic and social well-

being of our country.

» The denial of birthright citizenship to individuals born in the U.S. to parents without
permanent lawful status in violation of the 14" amendment of the Constitution.

We oppose the Trump Administration’s replacement of our fundamental anchoring values
with an unholy and xenophobic hyper-nationalism. We ground ourselves instead in the
self-evident truths that center human dignity. We demand that our leaders do the same.
And we will work tirelessly until our government’s laws and institutions embrace and

reflect the values on which they were founded.
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Rabbi Ari Lucas - Caldwell, NJ Rabbi Sharon Ballan - Glen Cove, NY

Rabbi Abby Michaleski - Egg Harbor Rabbi Barry Baron - Vestal, NY
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Rabbi David Gelfand - New York, NY
Rabbi Deborah Goldberg - New York, NY

Rabbi llanit Goldberg-Gradess - White Plains,
NY
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Rabbi Hughes-Robinson - New York, NY
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Rabbi Daniel Schweber - Great Neck, NY
Rabbi Drorah Setel - Albany, NY

Rabbi Jaimee Shalhevet - Syosset, NY
Rabbi Mia Simring - New York, NY

Rabbi Joseph Skloot - New York, NY
Rabbi Rafi Spitzer - Schenectady, NY
Rabbi Ben Spratt - New York, NY

Rabbi Arielle Stein - New York, NY

Rabbi Peter Stein - Rochester, NY

Rabbi Jay Stein - Dobbs Ferry, NY

Rabbi Dr. Oren Steinitz - Elmira, NY

Rabbi Sholom Stern - Cedarhurst, NY
Rabbi William Strongin - New Paltz, NY
Rabbi Lenny Thal - New York, NY

Rabbi Rachel Timoner - Brooklyn, NY
Rabbi Aryeh Tuchman - New York, NY
Rabbi Gordon Tucker - White Plains, NY
Rabbi Gerold Weider - Brooklyn, NY
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Rabbi Joshua Caruso - Shaker Heights, OH
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Rabbi Lewis Kamrass - Cincinnati, OH
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Rabbi David Zaslow - Ashland, OR

Rabbi Rachel Adler - Pittsburgh, PA
Chazzan Barbara Barnett - White Oak, PA
Rabbi Marjorie Berman - Philadelphia, PA
Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy - Yardley, PA
Rabbi Shai Cherry - Elkins Park, PA

Rabbi Carl Choper - Harrisburg, PA

Rabbi Philip Cohen - Allentown, PA

Rabbi Meryl Crean - Upper Gwynedd, PA
Rabbi Jon Cutler - Philadelphia, PA

Kohenet Keshira HalLev Fife - Pittsburgh, PA
Rabbi Dayle Friedman - Philadelphia, PA
Cantor Toby Glaser - Pittsburgh, PA

Rabbi Gail Glicksman - Philadelphia, PA
Rabbi Elisa Goldberg - Wyncote, PA

Rabbi Paula Goldberg - Newtown, PA

Rabbi Megan Goldmarche - Philadelphia, PA
Rabbi Mark Asher Goodman - Pittsburgh, PA
Rabbi Sharyn Henry - Pittsburgh, PA

Rabbi Erin Hirsh - Glenside, PA

Rabbi Linda Holtzman - Wyncote, PA

Rabbi Lizzie Horne Mozes - Philadelphia, PA
Rabbi Alan Iser - Wynnewood, PA

Rabbi Janine Jankovitz - Broomall, PA

Rabbi Nathan Kamesar - Philadelphia, PA

Rabbi Mordechai Liebling - Wyncote, PA

Jewish Clergy Stand Against Scapegoating and Targeting of Immigrants

Rabbi Jill Maderer - Philadelphia, PA
Rabbi Nina Mandel - Wyncote, PA
Rabbi Brian I. Michelson - Reading, PA
Rabbi Kelilah Miller - Wallingford, PA

Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg - Philadelphia,
PA

Rabbi Linda Potemken - Penn Valley, PA
Rabbi Stacy Rigler - Broomall, PA

Rabbi Peter Rigler - Broomall, PA
Cantor Faryn Rudnick - Bryn Mawr, PA

Rabbi Rebecca Einstein Schorr - Emmaus,
PA

Rabbi Michael Singer - Bethlehem, PA
Rabbi Alanna Sklover - Ft Washington, PA
Rabbi Miriam Spitzer - Scranton, PA

Rabbi Jacob Staub - Blue Bell, PA

Rabbi Howard Stein - White Oak, PA

Rabbi Richard Steinbrink - Philadelphia, PA
Rabbi George Stern - Philadelphia, PA
Rabbi David Straus - Wynnewood, PA
Rabbi Robert Tabak - Elkins Park, PA
Rabbi David Teutsch - Philadelphia, PA

Rabbi Shoshanah Tornberg - Lafayette Hill,
PA

Rabbi Deborah Waxman - Elkins Park, PA
Rabbi Abi Weber - Philadelphia, PA

Rabbi Elyse A. Wechterman - Abington, PA
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Rabbi Simkha Y. Weintraub - Philadelphia,
PA

Rabbi Micah Weiss - Philadelphia, PA
Rabbi Simcha Zevit - Philadelphia, PA
Rabbi Shawn Zevit - Philadelphia, PA
Rabbi Ethan Adler - Narragansett, RI
Rabbi Preston Neimeiser - Providence, RI
Rabbi Dr. Arthur Segal - Hilton Head, SC
Rabbi Joshua Kullock - Nashville, TN
Rabbi Jeffrey Abraham - San Antonio, TX
Cantor Sheri Allen - Ft. Worth, TX

Rabbi Geoffrey Dennis - Flower Mound, TX
Rabbi Carla Fenves - El Paso, TX
Cantor Abby Gostein - Austin, TX

Rabbi David Gruber - Frisco, TX

Rabbi Nancy Kasten - Dallas, TX

Rabbi Kelly Levy - Austin, TX

Rabbi Andrew Paley - Dallas, TX

Rabbi Jordan Parr - Plano, TX

Rabbi Jeremy Schneider - Dallas, TX
Rabbi Samuel Stahl - San Antonio, TX
Rabbi Seth Stander - Houston, TX

Rabbi David Stern - Dallas, TX

Rabbi Mark Urkowitz - Houston, TX
Rabbi Kenneth Weiss - Houston, TX

Rabbi Warner Ferratier - Herndon, VA

Jewish Clergy Stand Against Scapegoating and Targeting of Immigrants

Rabbi Elizabeth Goldstein - Vienna, VA
Rabbi David Spinrad - Alexandria, VA
Rabbi Alexandra Stein - Falls Church, VA
Rabbi Jennifer Weiner - Springfield, VA
Rabbi David Widzer - Burke, VA

Rabbi Daniel Zemel - Arlington, VA
Cantor Scott Buckner - Manchester, VT
Rabbi Ellie Shemtov - Rutland, VT
Rabbi Sydney Danziger - Seattle, WA
Rabbi Avi Fine - Seattle, WA

Rabbi Seth Goldstein - Olympia, WA
Rabbi Keren Gorban - Tacoma, WA
Rabbi Jay LeVine - Seattle, WA

Rabbi Kate Speizer - Seattle, WA

Rabbi Daniel Weiner - Seattle, WA
Rabbi Ruth Zlotnick - Seattle, WA
Rabbi Jessica Barolsky - Milwaukee, WI
Rabbi Renee Bauer - Madison, WI
Rabbi Marc E. Berkson - Milwaukee, WI
Rabbi Jonathan Biatch - Madison, WI
Rabbi Bonnie Margulis - Milwaukee, WI
Rabbi Jonathan Prosnit - Madison, WI
Rabbi Laurie Zimmerman - Madison, WI
Rabbi Joe Blair - Charleston, WV

Rabbi Victor H. Urecki - Charleston, WV
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