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Law should be a tool of justice, not a cudgel of cruelty.  As Jewish religious leaders, we are deeply troubled when 
governments deploy law and bureaucracy to cause harm under the pretext of enhancing legal order. Our history 
and values call upon us to speak out – for the protection of our neighbors and ourselves, and for the moral and 
existential health of our society.   

This administration has demonstrated a pattern of exploiting and expanding interpretation of existing laws to stoke 
fear among immigrant communities. The great medieval Jewish thinker Nachmanides reminds us of the potential 
for law to lack morality when he named a person’s ability to act unethically within legal constraints “naval birshut 
hatorah – a scoundrel with the permission of torah/law,” one who observes the letter of the law while obviously 
violating its spirit. Law can not only permit immorality but can be a source thereof. Much of the Holocaust was 
made possible through a series of legal acts that lost any grounding in a foundation of human dignity. We do not 
invoke that history lightly in this context, nor are we declaring that Holocaust-like events are the inevitable end of 
what we are witnessing today. But we know that the Holocaust did not happen overnight – it took place after years 
of manipulation, injustice and discrimination. And it was not just the slow erosion of norms and laws that made i t 
possible, but their intentional manipulation.  

We see this cruel impulse being repeated in the administration’s use of the Alien Enemies Act of 1798 to deport 
hundreds of people without due process. It is evident in the resurrection and alarming expansion of a 1940 
registration policy for immigrants entering the country without a visa. It is the same motive used in the Secretary of 
State’s expansive revocation of student visas with the authority of an obscure provision in the 1952 Immigration 
and Nationality Act.  

This administration’s actions weaponize statutes to instill terror and distrust across immigrant communities and all 
populations throughout the United States. Failing to take one’s documentation to the grocery store could become 
a crime. Writing an op-ed challenging U.S. policy or the administration’s views could result in deportation. Now 
even law firms are being penalized for working on causes that do not align with the White House – limiting 
individuals’ ability to secure proper legal representation. These concerns are not theoretical given the audacity with 
which this administration is already targeting immigrants.    

The Constitution calls upon the president to “take care that the laws be faithfully executed.” This duty requires 
more than a technical legalism that maximizes executive power. It requires a commitment to the dignity afforded by 
our fundamental rights as people – citizen and non-citizen alike. It is this overarching value that gives our system 
legitimacy. When law becomes a source of abuse rather than of justice, it ceases to fulfill its intended purpose. We 
condemn the systematic undermining of the rights and security of immigrants. As Jews and as Americans, we 
refuse to remain silent at the co-opting of our nation’s statutes and express alarm about the path down which it 
leads. We demand that the administration abandon its manipulative interpretation of law and restore a 
commitment to the inalienable rights that are the source of our country’s greatness.    

Sincerely, 

The 565 Undersigned American Jewish Clergy Members 
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Rabbi Benjamin Barer - Washington, DC 
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Rabbi Adalah Caplowe - Boca Raton, FL 
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Rabbi Paul Cohen - Northfield, IL 

Rabbi Philip Cohen - Allentown, PA 

Rabbi Helen Cohn - Tucson, AZ 
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Rabbi Lauren Cohn - Marietta, GA 

Rabbi Neil Seth Comess-Daniels - Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Karen Companez - South Bend, IN 

Rabbi David Cooper - Berkeley, CA 

Cantor Kelly Cooper - Long Beach, CA 
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Rabbi Jon Cutler - Philadelphia, PA 
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Rabbi Michelle Dardashti - Brooklyn, NY 
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Rabbi Geoffrey Dennis - Flower Mound, TX 
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Rabbi Calvin Dox-Dacosta - Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Matt Dreffin - Birmingham, AL 
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Rabbi Shosh Dworsky - St. Paul, MN 

Rabbi Judith Edelstein - New York, NY 

Rabbi Laurence Edwards - Chicago, IL 

Rabbi Lisa Edwards - Los Angeles, CA 
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Rabbi Diane A. Elliot - El Sobrante, CA 
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Rabbi Greg Epstein - Cambridge, MA 
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Rabbi Anne Feibelman - Sarasota, FL 
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Rabbi Patricia Fenton - Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Carla Fenves - El Paso, TX 
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Rabbi Avi Fine - Seattle, WA 

Rabbi Barry Fineman - Loveland, CO 

Rabbi Brian D. Fink - Brooklyn, NY 

Rabbi Dr. Tirzah Firestone - Boulder, CO 

Rabbi Eliana Fischel - Washington, DC 

Rabbi Adam Fisher - Port Jefferson Sta., NY 

Rabbi Jessica Fisher - Greensboro, NC 

Rabbi Robyn Fisher - Miami, FL 

Rabbi Karen L. Fox - Beverly Hills, CA 
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Rabbi Scott Fox - Long Beach, CA 

Cantor Claire Franco - Port Washington, NY 

Rabbi Laurie Franklin - Missoula, MT 

Rabbi Dayle Friedman - Philadelphia, PA 

Rabbi Marsha Friedman – Philadelphia, PA 

Rabbi Shoshana Meira Friedman - Boston, MA 

Rabbi Margaret Frisch Klein - Elgin, IL 

Rabbi Pamela Frydman - Lowell, MA 

Rabbi David Gelfand - New York, NY 

Rabbi Ruth Gelfarb - Boulder, CO 
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Rabbi Sara Gilbert - Denver, CO 
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Cantor Toby Glaser - Pittsburgh, PA 

Rabbi Miriyam Glazer - Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Joey Glick - Minneapolis, MN 

Rabbi Gail Glicksman - Bryn Mawr, PA 

Rabbi Arnold Gluck - Skillman, NJ 
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Rabbi Deborah Goldberg - New York, NY 

Rabbi Elisa Goldberg - Wyncote, PA 

Rabbi Jessica Goldberg - Lewisburg, PA 

Rabbi Paula Goldberg - Newtown, PA 

Rabbi Susan Goldberg - Los Angeles, CA 
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Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell - Binghamton, NY 

Rabbi Megan Goldmarche - Philadelphia, PA 

Rabbi Andrea Goldstein - St. Louis, MO 
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Rabbi Hannah Goldstein - Washington, DC 
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Rabbi Irving Yitz Greenberg - New York, NY 

Cantor Tanya Greenblatt - Tampa, FL 

Rabbi Amanda Greene - Chicago, IL 

Rabbi Fred Greene - Boulder, CO 

Rabbi James Greene - Safford Springs, CT 

Rabbi Rachel Greengrass - Miami, FL 

Rabbi Daniel Gropper - Harrison, NY 

Rabbi David Gruber - Frisco, TX 

Rabbi Joshua Gruenberg - Baltimore, MD 

Rabbi Salomon Gruenwald - Denver, CO 
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Rabbi Rebecca Fay Gutterman - New Haven, CT 

Rabbi Eytan Hammerman - Harrison, NY 

Rabbi Yael Hammerman - New York, NY 

Rabbi Jon Hanish - Woodland Hills, CA 

Cantor Kim Harris - Morrison, CO 

Rabbi Maurice Harris – Glenside, PA 

Rabbi Patti Haskell - Encinitas, CA 

Rabbi Jill Hausman - New York, NY 

Rabbi Rachel Heaps - Northfield, IL 

Rabbi Doug Heifetz - Silver Spring, MD 

Rabbi Corey M. Helfand - Silver Spring, MD 
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Rabbi Alan Henkin - New York, NY 

Rabbi Sharyn Henry - Pittsburgh, PA 
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Rabbi Eli Herscher - Encino, CA 

Rabbi Greg Hersh - Arlington, MA 
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Rabbi Erin Hirsh - Ft. Washington, PA 

Rabbi Jason Holtz - Marietta, GA 

Rabbi Linda Holtzman - Wyncote, PA 

Cantor Jesse Holzer - Jacksonville, FL 

Rabbi Lizzie Horne Mozes - Philadelphia, PA 

Rabbi Carla Howard - Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Sarah Hronsky - Valley Village, CA 

Rabbi Jocee Hudson - Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Esther Hugenholtz - Iowa City, IA 

Rabbi Hughes-Robinson - New York, NY 

Cantor Jessica Hutchings - Las Vegas, NV 

Rabbi Emily Hyatt - Denver, CO 

Cantor Stefano Iacono - New York, NY 

Rabbi Brian Immerman - Wilmette, IL 

Rabbi Alan Iser - Wynnewood, PA 

Rabbi Debbie Israel - Morgan Hill, CA 

Rabbi Eliana Jacobowitz - Somerville, MA 

Rabbi Jessica Jacobs - Miami, FL 

Rabbi Suzanne Jacobson - West Roxbury, MA 

Rabbi Marisa James - New York, NY 

Rabbi Janine Jankovitz - Broomall, PA 

Rabbi Hannah Jensen - Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Samantha Kahn - Boca Raton, FL 

Rabbi Ari Kaiman - Atlanta, GA 

Rabbi Daniel Kaiman - Tulsa, OK 

Rabbi Mark Kaiserman - Forest Hills, NY 

Rabbi David Kalb - New York, NY 

Rabbi Jennifer Kaluzny - West Bloomfield, MI 

Rabbi Nathan Kamesar - Philadelphia, PA 

Rabbi Lewis Kamrass - Cincinnati, OH 

Rabbi Yosef Kanefsky - Los Angeles, CA 
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Rabbi Shalom Kantor - West Bloomfield, MI 

Rabbi Talia Kaplan - Overland Park, KS 

Rabbi Juliana Karol - ,  

Rabbi Larry Karol - Overland Park, KS 

Rabbi Marion Karpuj - Sandy Springs, GA 

Rabbi Nancy Kasten - Dallas, TX 

Rabbi Aurora Katz - New York, NY 

Rabbi Jim Kaufman - Valley Village, CA 

Rabbi Leora Kaye - Brooklyn, NY 
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Rabbi Ralph Kingsley - North Miami Beach, FL 

Rabbi Lisa Kingston - San Mateo, CA 
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Rabbi Frederick Klein - Miami, FL 

Rabbi Jonathan Klein - Bakersfield, CA 

Rabbi Jonathan Klein - Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum - New York, NY 

Rabbi Lonnie Kleinman - Philadelphia, PA 

Cantor Yonah Kliger - Millbrae, CA 

Rabbi Michael Knopf - Stamford, CT 

Rabbi Alison Kobey - Rockville, MD 

Rabbi Cherie Koller-Fox - Newton, MA 

Rabbi Debra Kolodny - Portland, OR 

Rabbi David Komerofsky - Canton, OH 

Rabbi Randall J. Konigsburg - South Orange, NJ 

Rabbi Bonnie Koppell - Phoenix, AZ 

Rabbi Stephanie Kramer - Overland Park, KS 

Rabbi Claudia Kreiman - Brookline, MA 

Rabbi Gabriel Kretzmer-Seed - New York, NY 

Rabbi Jeremy Kridel - Washington, DC 

Rabbi Barry I. Krieger - Greenland, NH 

Rabbi David Kudan - Malden, MA 

Rabbi Joshua Kullock - Nashville, TN 

Rabbi Claudio Kupchik - Brooklyn, NY 

Rabbi Van Lanckton - Braintree, MA 

Cantor David Landau - Highland Park, IL 

Rabbi Armin Langer - Gainesville, FL 

Rabbi Gilah Langner - Washington, DC 

Rabbi Sandra Lawson - Burlington, NC 

Rabbi Jonah Layman - Olney, MD 

Rabbi David Lazar - Palm Springs, CA 

Rabbi Arielle Lekach-Rosenberg - Minneapolis, MN 

Rabbi David Lerner - Lexington, MA 

Rabbi Roger Lerner - Monroe, NY 

Rabbi Hanniel Levenson - New York, NY 

Rabbi Jay LeVine - Seattle, WA 

Rabbi Lori Levine - St. Louis, MO 

Rabbi Benjamin Levy - Monroe Township, NJ 
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Rabbi Chai Levy - Berkeley, CA 

Rabbi Jill Levy - Rockville, MD 

Rabbi Kelly Levy - Austin, TX 

Rabbi Sheldon Lewis - Palo Alto, CA 

Rabbi Elias Lieberman - East Falmouth, MA 

Rabbi Mordechai Liebling - Wyncote, PA 

Rabbi Miriam Liebman - Washington, DC 

Rabbi Jane Rachel Litman - Berkeley, CA 

Rabbi David Locketz - Minnetonka, MN 

Rabbi Andrea London - Evanston, IL 

Rabbi Alan Londy - Kansas City, MO 

Rabbi Asher Lopatin - Oak Park, MI 

Rabbi Emily Losben-Ostrov - Wilmington, NC 

Rabbi Michael Lotker - Ventura, CA 

Rabbi Thomas Louchheim - Tucson, AZ 

Rabbi Akiba Lubow - Springfield, NJ 

Rabbi Ari Lucas - Caldwell, NJ 

Rabbi Jill Maderer - Philadelphia, PA 

Rabbi Mitchel Malkus - Rockville, MD 

Rabbi Nina Mandel - Wyncote, PA 

Rabbi Devorah Marcus - San Diego, CA 

Rabbi Marc Margolius - New York, NY 

Rabbi Bonnie Margulis - Milwaukee, WI 

Rabbi Randall Mark - Wayne, NJ 

Rabbi Deni Marshall - Elk Grove, CA 

Cantor Jacqueline Marx - Carrboro, NC 

Rabbi Emily Mathis - Newton, MA 

Rabbi Gary A. Mazo - Newburgh, IN 

Rabbi Michael Mellen - New York, NY 

Rabbi Scott Meltzer - San Diego, CA 

Rabbi Amy Memis Foler - Evanston, IL 

Rabbi Joseph Meszler - Sharon, MA 

Rabbi Margaret Meyer - Cincinnati, OH 

Rabbi Shanee Michaelson - Las Vegas, NV 

Rabbi Abby Michaleski - Egg Harbor Township, NJ 

Rabbi Brian I. Michelson - Reading, PA 

Rabbi Jason Miller - W Bloomfield, MI 

Rabbi Jay Miller - San Mateo, CA 

Rabbi Kelilah Miller - Wallingford, PA 

Rabbi Tamara Miller - Washington, DC 

Rabbi Ilana Mills - Sacramento, CA 

Rabbi Michelle Missaghieh - Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Michael Moskowitz - Bloomfield Township, MI 

Rabbi Preston Neimeiser - Providence, RI 

Rabbi Elana Nemitoff - Norwalk, CT 

Rabbi Dev Noily - Oakland, CA 

Rabbi Leah Nussbaum - Boston, MA 

Rabbi Jesse M. Olitzky - South Orange, NJ 

Rabbi Cookie Lea Olshein - West Palm Beach, FL 

Rabbi Rosalie Osian - Boulder, CO 
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Rabbi Laura Owens - Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Andrew Paley - Dallas, TX 

Rabbi Jordan Parr - Plano, TX 

Rabbi Micah Peltz - Cherry Hill, NJ 

Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg - Philadelphia, PA 

Rabbi Barbara Penzner - West Roxbury, MA 

Rabbi Rex D. Perlmeter - New York, NY 

Maharat Rori Picker Neiss - St. Louis, MO 

Rabbi Iah Pillsbury - Colorado Springs, CO 

Rabbi Alexis Pinsky - Mandeville, LA 

Rabbi Robin Podolsky - Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Gary Pokras - Rockville, MD 
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Rabbi Louis Polisson - Teaneck, NJ 

Rabbi Linda Potemken - Penn Valley, PA 

Rabbi Jonathan Prosnit - Madison, WI 

Rabbi Joshua Rabin - Astoria, NY 
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Rabbi Sarah Reines - New York, NY 

Rabbi Victor Reinstein - Jamaica Plain, MA 

Cantor Rachel Rhodes - Washington, DC 
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Rabbi Jennie Rosenn - New York, NY 
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Rabbi Elissa Sachs-Kohen - Baltimore, MD 

Rabbi J.B. Sacks - Palm Desert, CA 

Rabbi Rachel Salston - Fair Lawn, NJ 

Rabbi Michael Satz - Morristown, NJ 

Rabbi Eva H. Sax-Bolder - Boulder, CO 
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Cantor Hollis Schachner - Wayland, MA 

Rabbi Craig Scheff - Orangeburg, NY 

Rabbi Simone Schicker - Kalamazoo, MI 

Rabbi Stacy Schlein - Beachwood, OH 

Rabbi Jennifer Schlosberg - Glen Rock, NJ 
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Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz - Willimantic, CT 
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Rabbi Sarah Shulman - Denver, CO 
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Rabbi Michael Singer - Bethlehem, PA 
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Rabbi Hannah Spiro - Washington, DC 

Rabbi Miriam Spitzer - Scranton, PA 

Rabbi Rafi Spitzer - Schenectady, NY 
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Rabbi Jeffrey Stiffman - Saint Louis, MO 
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Rabbi Daniel Weiner - Seattle, WA 
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Cantor Lizzie Weiss - Beverly Hills, CA 

Rabbi Max Weiss - Oak Park, IL 

Rabbi Micah Weiss - Philadelphia, PA 

Rabbi Rachel H. Weiss - Skokie, IL 

Rabbi Raysh Weiss - Natick, MA 

Rabbi Sarah Weissman - Redwood City, CA 

Rabbi Shifra Weiss-Penzias - Aptos, CA 

Rabbi Fabian Werbin - Bethesda, MD 

Rabbi Michael Werbow - Washington, DC 

Rabbi Bryan Wexler - Cherry Hill, NJ 

Rabbi Josh Whinston - Ann Arbor, MI 

Cantor Rosalie Will - Rockville, MD 

Rabbi Jeremy Winaker - Wilmington, DE 

Rabbi Alissa Wise - Oakland, CA 

Rabbi Irvin Wise - Cincinnati, OH 

Rabbi Bess Wohlner - Davis, CA 

Rabbi Greg Wolfe - Davis, CA 

Rabbi Peretz Wolf-Prusan - Berkeley, CA 

Rabbi Jonathan Woll - Fair Lawn, NJ 

Rabbi David Wolpe - Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Bridget Wynne - Albany, CA 

Rabbi Tzemah Yoreh - Bronx, NY 

Rabbi Mara Young - White Plains, NY 

Cantor Natalie Young - Evanston, IL 

Rabbi Sara Zacharia - New York, NY 

Rabbi Mary Zamore - Westfield, NJ 

Rabbi Naomi Zaslow - Pikesville, MD 

Rabbi Michael Zedek - Overland Park, KS 
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Rabbi Ben Zeidman - El Paso, TX 

Rabbi Daniel Zemel - Arlington, VA 

Rabbi Lina Zerbarini - Huntington Station, NY 

Rabbi Shawn Zevit - Philadelphia, PA 

Rabbi Simcha Zevit - Philadelphia, PA 

Rabbi Jill Zimmerman - Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Laurie Zimmerman - Madison, WI 

Rabbi Misha Zinkow - Columbus, OH 

Rabbi Ruth Zlotnick - Seattle, WA 

Rabbi Benjamin Zober - Reno, NV 

Rabbi Sara Zober - Reno, NV 

Rabbi Rain Zohav - Silver Spring, MD 

Rabbi Gary Zola - Cincinnati, OH 

Cantor Michael Jacob Zoosman - College Park, MD 

Rabbi Zachary Zysman - Los Angeles, CA 

 


